UCLA Graduate Students Association (GSA)
Forum Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 17, 2001
417 Kerckhoff Hall

Cadl to Order: 5:25pm

In Attendance: Vlasos Tgatss (Int’'| Grads), Curt Schurgers (Int’l Grads), Heath 1zenson
(Manag.), Chrigtine Schwartz (SSC), Jenn Bazilius (AIGSA), Jary Mann (ASUCLA), Naser
Hamdi (EGSA), Anu Desai (EGSA), Jeff Spisak (Hum), Mdinda Kwan (Pub Hedlth), Anita
Revilla(RAZA), Amina Humphrey (BGSA), Brendesha Tynes (BGSA), Grace Chang (BSC),
Marlene Elias (EC), Shane Smith (Grad Interact), Jonathan Katz (MPSC), Marie Fox (MPSC),
Golnaz Tabibnia (BSC), JuliaHarps (UASRA), Mike Cohn (CSP), Jerome Zoidakis (MPSC),
Toby Bordelon (Law), Lawrence Culver (SSC), Celeste Drake (Law), Patrick Goroski (Hedlth
Pros), KaLing Lim (Pub Hedlth), Victorialrigoyen (Ménitz), Charles Harless (GSA Pres),
Dorothy Kim (GSA IVP) Marjorie Hernandez (DB), Alain Dang (GSA EVP), Grace Gillespie
(GSA),

l. Approva of Oct. 17 Agenda
A. 1. MPSC 2. MPSC Unanimous

. Approvad of Minutes of May 30
A. 1.SSC 2. Hum.
B. Abstaned: Jonathan Katz

. Presdents Welcome: Charles Harless
A. What is GSA? There are 2 governing bodies: Cabinet, which is gppointed
positions who take care of day today business, and then the Forum which is made
up of representatives from 11 academic councils and 6 specid interest groups.
Forum meets 3 times per quarter to discuss grad student issues and pass
resolutions regarding them.

IV.  What is Forum and How to Get your Money: Dorothy Kim

A. Some highlights from the accomplishment list were asfollows. Regarding the
LGBT housing issue, the letter that GSA sent to the Chancellor last year was sent
to the Council of Chancellors, which has asked the Regents to make a standard
policy regarding grad housing policy. In November the decison will be made
which will include something regarding grad students and their adult companions.
Also, the transportation issue will be discussed again this year.

B. Please spend your money! Last year many councils did not use the funding thet is
set aside for them and consequently lost their funding in aroll over at the end of
the year. The procedure regarding reimbursement paperwork was reviewed, and
Jerry Mann pointed out the reimbursements are not the only way to pay for
something. There are dso PO’s and pre printed checks that can be used in the
case of on campus vendors or large orders.

V. What isUCSA: Alain Dang



VI.

VII.

A. UCSA isagroup made up of the undergrad and grad student government

representatives from dl 9 UC schools. Alainisthe grad rep for UCLA. Some of
his plansfor this year include setting up legidative dinners, the first of which will
hopefully be with Herb Wessen who is the new speaker to the assembly and who
represents Culver City and UCLA. On another note, there are still UC committee
positions open; the list will be emailed out to councils. These postions usudly
meet in committees once per quarter in Oakland and dl travel expenses are
reimbursed. Alainisaso in the process of resurrecting the APA GSA and would
like help from the councils.

Budget: Jerry Mann and Charles Harless
A. Forumisthe governing body that must gpprove al budgets (preliminary and

actud) including the GSA centrd office, Menitz Movies and the Environmentd
Coadlition (which will be presented later). They do not approve the coundll
budgets because that number is based on the number of sudentsin each council,
nor do they have any control over the PAB funds (discretionary and publications)
because thisis a contractual sum set by ASUCLA. Any surplus council money
goes into the Forum discretionary account. Because of the referendum last spring,
which increased the student fees, the councils got much more money this year,
budgets for each council will be given out later. Naser requested that next time
the budget include graphs showing percentages of how much money each line
item gets. Jonathan asked if there were any mgor changes from the preiminary
budget that was approved in the spring. Jerry explained that this year’ s budget is
in better shape than ever before because of alarge surplus that was found. Some
of thissurplusis going to help buy a new accounting system for SGA (the price
being split proportionatdy with USA). The administration and support services
lineitem coversthe SGA expenses. Celeste asked about funding for Calpirg but
Jarry explained that their funds come from a pledge campaign. Regarding the
UCSA contribution, $.50 of every student fee goesto UCSA’ s operating costs.
The PAB funds aso take out alarge some of money to be redistributed to
independent student group projects, events and journas. Both Discretionary and
Publications funds have much more money in them than last year, and both
directors of those fundswill be a the next meeting for further explanaions. Mike
noted that to apply for these funds the student groups must be registered through
the CSP office. Jonathan asked how Mdnitz' s budget was looking and Victoria
sad that there was a surplus from last year that went to fund thisfdl’ s projection
feeswhich was abig help. For the student interest groups thereisan Article 5
Section B Discretionary Fund set up which currently has $2000.

B. Approva of Budget
1: MPSC 2: EGSA Unanimous
C. Ancther reminder — councils and student groups please pick up your mail from

the GSA Centrd Office asit contains an audit trail from every week.

D. ldeasof how to spend your money — food for meetings or events, help sponsor a

gradbar or aMenitz Movie.

Officer Reports



A. Charles Harless What | did on my summer “vacation”

1

2.

3.

4.

For the most part lots of office cleaning and organizing. Mesting with
Cabinet and other officersto plan for the year.

September 11 brought up many issues on campus. GSA met with many
univergty officids discussng campus safety and security and is now
consdering holding workshops for grad students (especidly
internationa grads) regarding legd rights.

The find round of sdecting stipended appointment positions took place
and those need to be ratified.

Approva of gppointments. 1. SSC 2: Hum. Unanimous

Question: what is the student fee advisory committee? This committee
makes recommendations regarding the dlocation of student regigtration fees
for example, to the Marching Band, or Student Hedlth facilities.

5.
6.

10.

11.

12.

Hired 3 staff members Cindy, Grace, and Tamika (new)

Presdentid meetings with the Chancellor, Winston Doby, Bob Naples,
Pat Eastman, Directors of Student Health, Ombudsman. Most of these
people will atend subsequent forum meetings.

GSA was approached by Chris Brown, aformer doctoral student at
UCSB who isinvolved in alawsuit Brown vs. Li. He had written a
“Disacknowledgement Section” in his dissertation and the university at
firg refused to give him his degree, and then refused to keep his
dissartation in the universty library. He damsthat this violates hisfirst
amendment right and asked for GSA’s support in this matter. The
cabinet made this decison because Forum was not in sesson. They
signed on dongside the Berkeley student association.

The GSA cabinet had aretreat to learn how to work together better and
discussissues and events for this upcoming yesr.

There were meetings with the different gppointees to make sure there
were accurately representing grad students on their respective
committees. Interesting result — the ASUCLA BOD is supporting
gradbar!

There are till non+stipended gppointments open including 6 seets on the
Wooden Center Board. There will be an appointee reception in

November to which Forum isinvited.

At the UCSA mesting dl of the presidents of each UC school met to
discussindividud issues.

The graduate sudent bill of rights was discussed with the Grad Divison
and will be resurrected by the academic senate, grad divison and GSA.

This dedl's with requirements specific to each academic program. When
a department does not follow regulations, their admissonsrights are
taken away. Seats on the Academic Senate committee are till available,

B. Alan Dang: UCSA Action Agenda and Budget

1

Thetop 3 priorities that UCSA is going to focus on thisyear are:
- Divesment / investment of funding in education: UCSA will be
lobbying the Sate legidature to prioritize their funding to help
things like tidd wave 11, opening new universities, and issues



regarding grad student support such as easier access to loans, non-
taxable stipends, and student initiated outreach.

- Housingissues. Therewas recently asmal survey donea UCLA
and larger ones will follow. Assembly Bill 1611 recently passed
alowing non profit community organizations to build housng thet
will be tax deductible.

- Admissonsreform: lobby for amore holistic and comprehensive
gpproach to admissions possibly taking away requirements for
SAT, GRE and other standardized tests. They are hoping to
increase diversity in the schools, especiadly among grad students.

- Quedtions:

Jonathan — make sure to remember that prop 209 is not the only reason

for the decline aswell as outreach

Jennifer — agreed that more outreach needs to be done fro grad

students.

Naser — asked about the relationship between ASUCLA and housing,

Jerry answered that these two are separate entities that have no

relaionship. Housing must be entirely sdf-sufficent and is not

connected to the universty in any way. ASUCLA isanon-profit
organization that deals with student services such as government.

Marjorie— How high is the demand for housing? Very high, currently

only 13% of grad students make up grad student housing. The project

for the Northwest housing complex will only make asmal dent.

Naser — noted that the high rent ratesin the West LA area affects

admissons.

Shane — argued that the GRE is afairly decent standardized test that

does help many students get in. Alain responded that UCSA would

like to see something more subject based, not aptitude.
Approval of UCSA Action Agenda: 1. EGSA 2. BSC Unanimous
3. UCSA Budget: the income that UCSA receivesis from contributions
from each UC school. UCLA makes more money per student and pay
about $150 per year per sudent. UCLA hasthe largest grad student
population of any of the UC's.
4. Approva of UCSA Budget: 1. MPSC 2. MPSC Unanimous

N

VIII. Cabinet Reports
A. Médnitz Movies Victorialrigoyen
1. Thisyear thewish list includes Mongters Inc., Harry Potter and Lord of
the Rings. Menitz will dso be working on bringing in directors such as
Baz Luhrman from Moulin Rouge. Tonight's movie is Romeo and
Juliet. All movies are free and the schedules will be posted on the
webgite. Therewill dso beafdl cdendar in the Daily Bruin soon.
Movies are Wednesday or Friday and sometimes Monday in the James
Bridges Theater that islocated next to lot 3. They arelooking at doing a
specid on culturd filmsin thewinter. If councils would like, they can
sponsor afilm reception. There were also 4 staff members recently



hired to help with productions. The Ackerman films are different asthey
are put on by the Undergrad campus events commission and cost $2.
2. Budget: They gtarted out with $26,000. Some of the premier
productions are free which helps mediate costs. Naser asked about the
programming lineitem, this covers the cost of the film and projection
rentals. Jonathan asked about grad student priority at premiers and
about advertisng cogtsin the Daily Bruin. Y ou do have to be a student
to get tickets to the movies, but you can bring guests. Jennifer asked
how the films are chosen and Victoriareplied that it depends what is
avalable.
3. Approva of Mdnitz Budget: 1. MPSC 2. SSC Unanimous — with the
dtipulation that advertisng not be restricted to the Daily Bruin.
B. Grad Interact: Shane smith
1. Itsmusic, dcohol and friends on campus. Last year there was an average of 500
dudents & each one. Thefirgt one this year will be held on Haloween in the
Kerckhoff Grand Sdlon. They arelooking at getting a permanent space for grad
interact events as well as other sources of funding. Please spread the word that the
committee needs people to help organize the events as well as work on the palitical
agpects. Councils may aso help sponsor Gradbars by giving out free drink coupons
to members of their council. Victoriareminded everyone that Mdnitz will be
showing the Rocky Horror Picture Show on that same night. Naser asked if Gradbar
could save money by having students run the bar, but that violates the University
Alcohal Policy. Thereisaliability issue and the need for aliquor license.
C. Environmentd Codition: Marlene Elias
1. Therewere packetsin each council mailbox explaining the purpose of
EC. Therearelots of great campaigns going on this year including free
Burma and Food not Bombs. Jonathan asked about the telephone
expenses on the budget, this cost depends on the UCLA phone system.
The graphics lineitem covers photocopying and posters.
2. Approva of EC Budget: 1. AIGSA 2. SSC Unanimous

New Business Alain Dang
A. Youth Vote
1. Thisisan effort to encourage young people (college students) to vote by
letting them regigter to vote on the day of the election. They are asking
GSA to support their effort by the resolution attached. They want loca
legidature as well as student support their effort to increase awareness of
politics. Naser asked about how to make UCLA amore politica campus
and Jonathan suggested that he talk to EC. Golnaz asked about voting
booths on campus. They put voting booths near where people live, not
work. There are somein the residence hdls. Celeste proposed a
friendly amendment to correct agrammatica error in the resolution and
remove the word “due’.
2. Approvad of Youth Vote Resolution: 1. MPSC 2. BSC Unanimous
B. Southworth Guiddines



1. Thisresolution dedls with the alocation of student fees for ideologica
and political causes. If the Univerdty alows funding by student fees; it
must be for dl thingsincluding political causes, but it must be dlocated
on aneutral viewpoint bags. This doesn't directly affect GSA. Our
GSA funds are not under this because GSA, councils and student interest
groups have their own condtitutions. Thismainly affects the undergrads
but heideaisto present a united front of sudent governments on this
issue. Naser asked if lobbying meant campaign donations. Alain
assured him that no student fees go towards contributions; it issSmply
mesetings and resolutions.

2. Approvd of Southworth Resolution: 1. EGSA 2. Law Unanimous

X. Adjournment 7:25
A. Approvd: 1. MPSC 2. SSC Unanimous



