
Graduate Students Association 
Forum M eeting Minutes 
Apr il 18, 2007 5:30 PM 

Ackerman Union A201-A 
 

Members Present: Fanny Yeung (Education), Jared Fox (Engineer ing), Winston Wu (Engineer ing), 
Bar t Bor tnik (Engineer ing), Dani Nguyen (Law), Andrew Shawber (Law), Elizabeth Bruch 
(Management), Brett Ramos (Management), Olga Koroleva (Management), Chr is Cooper  (Math &  
Physical Sciences), Sarah Angelos (Math &  Physical Sciences), Mona Rohit (Medicine), Navid Ezra 
(Medicine), Dawn McGlothin (Nursing), Olivia Ross (Public Health), Becky Lee (Public Health), 
John Tan (Social Sciences), L indsay Gervacio (Social Sciences), Hoi Ning Ngai (ASUCLA BOD), 
Jerry Mann (ASUCLA Rep), Mike Cohn (Administrative Rep), Ted Ramirez (Alumni Rep), Cher ie 
Francis (Grad Division), Mac Marston (GSA Vice President Internal), John Paul Slifko (GSA 
Director  of Elections), Amanda Parham (GSA Director  of Communications), Oiyan Anita Poon 
(GSA Legislat ive L iaison and Researcher). Justin Wolske (GSA Director  of Events), KC Souza (GSA 
Staff), Tina Arora (UCOD Rep), Xue Hua (GSA Rep) 
 

I . Call to Order 5:36 PM 
I I . Adoption of Consent Calendar  and Orders of the Day 

a. Motion to approve Adoption of Consent Calendar and Orders of the Day 
i. Olivia 

ii. John 
ii i. Approved with unanimous consent. 

I I I . Special Presentation: Professor  Patr icia Keating, L isa Kemp Jones, Rose Rocchio, 
Stephen Schwartz, Mike Franks, Xue Hua, UCLA Common Collaboration and 
Learning Environment 
a. The group gave a presentation about technology use at UCLA. They specifically 

discussed their online Moodle and how it can be used. First, the mentioned that there 
is a CCLE Alpha Test, which collaborates with departments, faculty, and students to 
assess this new system and begins laying the groundwork for wider testing and 
implementation. It is a test system that they will use with a small group of faculty 
and students, and it will integrate essential features, which include authentication and 
registrar data. The Alpha Test will also test and develop system functionality, as well 
as testing and developing support mechanisms and procedures.  

b. For student to access the CCLE, they can log on to http://ccle.ucla.edu using their 
UCLA Logon ID. Any information and documentation can also be found at this site, 
in addition to the website http://www.oit.ucla.edu/ccle. If anyone needs help with the 
website or has any other questions, they can email cclehelp@ucla.edu. You will get a 
response within 24 hours during the week from 9am-5pm.  

c. There are also ways people can get involved with CCLE. First, they can go to the 
technical community site; the enrollment key is “altogether”. Also, there are 
“preview” sites available, which you can get started with by emailing 
cclehelp@ucla.edu. Also, for any tutorials, feedback, and suggestions, you can go to 
the help site.  

IV. Special Presentation: Tina Arora, University Committee on Disability 
a. Tina began her presentation by giving a background on the UCLA Committee on 

Disability. The Committee was established in 1983 to create a more accessible 
campus for individuals with disabilities. The Committee was formed by two graduate 
students.  

b. The Committee’s main aspects are analyzing and identifying problems, proposing 
solutions, and making recommendations on matters of particular concern to persons 
with disabilities. The Committee consists of 21 appointed voting members with 
constituencies of undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni, people 
of the Disability Rights Community, and representatives from campus-based entities 
specific to disability issues. 



c. The 2007 Subcommittees include Activities and Programs, Development and 
Recruitment, and Communications. They work with several on-campus entities, such 
as the Office for Students with Disabilities and Student Psychological Services. The 
Committee also organizes disability awareness events, creating a disability studies 
minor, and getting feedback on the creation of a Disability Studies Certificate 
program at UCLA extension and on UCLA maps.  

d. For more information, you can visit the UCOD website at 
http://students.asucla.ucla.edu/Library/administrative/cacd.htm. Also, the Disability 
Access web page is at http://www.accessweb.ucla.edu.  

V. Approval of Minutes from the last Forum M eeting on Wednesday, March 7, 2007 
a. Motion to approve the Minutes from the last Forum Meeting on Wednesday, March 

7, 2007 
i. Jared 

ii. Navid 
ii i. Approved with unanimous consent. 

VI . Committee Report: Hoi Ning Ngai, New Graduate Student Or ientation Committee 
a. Hoi Ning gave a presentation about the Graduate Student Orientation that will be 

held Friday, September 21, 2007. There are many different aspects of the orientation, 
and the first is the resource fair. The resource fair person will serve as recruitment 
for graduate student groups and register people, maintain up-to-date contact 
information for the groups registered for the event, coordinate volunteers for the day 
of the event and work with ASUCLA on the logistics of the venue set-up in 
Ackerman Grand Ballroom. This is the only position that is already filled. 

b. Next, someone is needed for the Keys to Success panels. They will be recruiting 
moderators for all panels and assist them with recruitment of panelists. They will 
also update the panel format and make sure the venue is ready to go.  

c. Someone for the Students of Color panels will work over the summer to recruit 
panelists, develop the panel format and questions, and coordinate the venue. 

d. Someone for campus tours will be needed to recruit tour guides, develop the tour 
schedule for the event day, and set up walk-through tours.  

e. Someone is needed to make the orientation packet; they will coordinate volunteers 
for packet stuffing before the event and must be available for morning hours about 
two weeks prior to the event. 

f. An AV/technical team of 2 is needed to set up all the venues with the appropriate 
equipment, ensure that everything is working, and troubleshoot issues throughout the 
day.  

g. A team of two is needed to do venue checks. They will ensure that all venues are set 
up appropriately for all presentations and that all signs are placed in the right spots. 
They will also work with volunteers on the logistics of the venue set-up.  

h. Someone is needed for evaluation packet preparation. They will need to make sure 
that all evaluation packets are prepared appropriately and delivered to the proper 
venues, in addition to coordinating volunteers to distribute the packets, and ensure 
that all the packets are returned to the GSRC.  

i. A person is needed to organize registration. They will coordinate volunteers for the 
registration process throughout the day, ensure that everyone that is registered gets 
packets and lunch tickets, ensure that non-registered students receive appropriate 
information, and monitor the entire registration process.  

j . The last volunteer needed will be for lunch. They will coordinate volunteers for the 
lunch process, work to set up the venue, work to direct traffic and collect lunch 
tickets, and monitor the lunch process. They are only needed during the middle of 
the day on event day.  

k. If any former or current UCLA graduate student is interested in these positions, 
contact Hoi Ning at orientation@gsa.asucla.ucla.edu.  

VI I . Cabinet Report: Amanda Parham, GSA Director  of Communications 
a. Amanda presented the final four choices for the logo design competition to forum. 

She showed them in color and in black and white on a projector, and there was 



discussion among forum about which design to choose. It was put to a vote and was 
a very close vote, but in the end a logo was chosen and deemed the winner of the 
logo design competition and the scholarship winner. Amanda informed everyone that 
she is going to notify the winner. 

b. Motion to approve the new logo design for GSA 
i. Dani 

ii. Andy 
ii i. Jared objects; put to a vote 
iv. 17 yays 
v. 2 nays 
vi. None abstain 

vii. The motion passes. 
VI I I . Officer  Report: Mac Marston for  Monica Sanchez, GSA President 

a. Monica was out of town during the meeting because she was attending the UCLA 
Day in Washington, DC with Cindy, which she will report on at the next forum 
meeting. Mac made her report for her. 

b. Monica has been serving as a WASC steering committee member; UCLA is 
currently undergoing WASC re-accreditation. Vice Provost Judi Smith has been 
active in seeking graduate student input, and they are scheduling a time for Judi to 
visit forum to provide everyone with more information. 

c. They were in the process of planning a forum to bring UCLA graduate students and 
the general public together to discuss education policy issues relating to student fees 
at UC. However, due to conflicts with the elections calendar, they are postponing the 
planning of the event until next year. Contact her if you are interested in planning a 
forum like this in the future. 

d. Also, Monica will be participating in conducting interviews in the nominating 
process for selecting the new UC Student Regent. Interviews will be here at UCLA 
on April 14. Last month they reviewed applications for the northern California UC 
Student Regent Applicants.  

e. Lastly, Monica has been working with Jerry to prepare the 2007-08 GSA budget. She 
attached a copy of the budget, which includes results from the last fiscal year (2005-
2006), as well as 2006-2007 original and revised budget figures for comparative 
purposes. Some fees that were pointed out included the annual fee increases 
approved in the 2002 GSA Elections, as well as an additional $3 per quarter fee to 
support the new writing center. These are reflected in the budget. Not reflected in the 
budget is the mandatory $1 per quarter Return to Aid fee collected with the writing 
center fee.  

f. Motion that the GSA Forum approves the 2007-2008 GSA Budget. 
i. Jared 

ii. Dani 
ii i. Approved with unanimous consent. 

IX. Officer  Report: Mac Marston, GSA Vice President Internal 
a. Mac informed everyone that council elections are coming up very soon, and the 

newly elected officers for each council need to get in touch with him as soon as 
possible. It is a difficult process getting all that information, and he doesn’t want it to 
be complicated again. Let him know when your council is having elections, and he 
encouraged everyone to make sure that someone on their council is connecting with 
the VPI to ensure that everything goes smoothly at the beginning of fall quarter.  

b. Next, Mac presented the official bylaw changes. These were the ones that were 
supposed to be voted on last time but he had attached the wrong document. He 
pointed out the specific changes again, and then asked for a motion to approve them 

c. Motion to approve the Bylaw Changes 
i. Olivia 

ii. Jared 
ii i. Approved with unanimous consent 

X. Officer  Report: Oiyan Poon for  Cindy Mosqueda, GSA Vice President External 



a. Next, Oiyan made the officer report for Cindy, who was in Washington, DC with 
Monica for UCLA Day in DC.  

b. First, Oiyan discussed the UCSA March Board of Directors meeting that was held on 
March 10-11. At that meeting, they approved the 2007-2008 UCSA Budget, updated 
their legislative campaign (which included setting goals and a calendar for next 
year), prepared for the “Power & Promise of 10” rally in opposition to the proposed 
fee increases, and decided to oppose an increase in the registration fee for student 
mental health services. 

c. Oiyan also reported on the UC Regents meeting that was held on March 14-15. They 
voted 13-6 in favor of increasing fees. Most UC students will see a 7% increase in 
fees, with Law and Business students at UCLA and UC Berkeley seeing 10% 
increases. The “Power & Promise of 10” rally was held outside the regents meeting, 
where the main message was calling for a fee freeze and raising awareness about 
access and affordability issues at UC. She also went over a summary of the fee 
increases for everyone, which is displayed in a table on Attachment G of the forum 
packet. 

d. Next, Oiyan discussed upcoming meetings. The UCSA Board of Directors meeting 
will be April 14-15 at UC Riverside. Cindy cannot attend, but Na’Shaun and Oiyan 
will. Also, UCLA Day in DC is April 17-19 in Washington, DC, which is where 
Cindy and Monica were at the time of the Forum meeting.  

e. Finally, she announced that Systemwide Committee Representative applications are 
due on April 20. These representatives represent the student voice on a variety of 
committees, which make crucial decisions on University policy that affect UC 
students statewide. All those interested should apply. The Representatives will be 
appointed at the UCSA Board of Directors meeting on May 7-8 and will serve a one-
year term beginning in June 2007 and ending in May 2008.  

f. Next, Oiyan discussed the UCSA Budget for 2007-2008 to be approved by Forum. 
She discussed some aspects of the budget, including increases in the budget due to 
fee increases. There was some discrepancy about the NAGPS membership dues 
going from $225 to $0; Oiyan said it was because that organization was closing 
down and there was no longer a need to pay those dues, but she was not sure. After 
some discussion, Forum decided to table this motion until further information was 
received. 

g. Motion to table the UCSA Budget 2007-2008 until further information about the 
NAGPS dues is received 

i. Bart 
ii. Olivia 

ii i. 18 yays 
iv. 0 nays 
v. 0 abstain 
vi. Motion is approved; budget is tabled.  

XI . Officer  Report: Mac Marston for  Janet Cummings Link, GSA Vice President 
Academic Affairs 
a. Next, Mac made the VPAA report for Janet, who was not in attendance at the 

meeting. First, he discussed the Graduate Program Reviews. The online student 
survey opened early last quarter without Janet’s knowledge. She attempted to raise 
the very low response rates after finding out about it right before the survey was to 
close. She extended the end date of the survey, and started working with 
representatives and students from the departments being surveyed. She contacted a 
lot of people to promote the survey and raise the response rate. Fortunately, her 
efforts enabled the response rate to double. She now knows how to work the review 
process to avoid problems like this in the future and improve the process. 

b. Next, Mac announced that the GSRC-PC is cosponsoring a Wooden Center GradBar 
with the Director of Events on April 26 from 6pm-10pm. A flyer was passed around 
advertising it. It is all free of charge and students can RSVP on the Events website. 
The first 600 to reply will be guaranteed admission.  



c. Next, Mac announced that the two awards that GSA gives out annually (The Jeffrey 
L. Hanson Distinguished Service Award and the James LuValle Distinguished 
Service Award) have nomination deadlines quickly approaching. Mac gave some 
background on each award, and who can nominate for each award. Papers to make a 
nomination of someone for the awards were handed out to the group, and the 
deadline is Wednesday, May 9, 2007 at 5pm.  

d. The last item in Janet’s report was about the Graduate Writing Center. The Oversight 
Committee hired a new coordinator, and that person is Marilyn Gray. She has been 
heavily involved with the Graduate Writing Center, both as a volunteer and as a 
writing tutor coordinator. Her new position will start around July 1.  

e. Next, some more Bylaw Changes were brought up for approval by Forum. There 
were just two minor changes proposed about the amount of time before the Awards 
Banquet that nominations must be opened to the graduate community and when they 
must be submitted. 

f. Motion to approve the Bylaw changes. 
i. Jared 

ii. Mona 
ii i. Approved with unanimous consent. 

XI I . Cabinet Report: John Slifko, GSA Director  of Elections 
a. John Slifko made his report about the upcoming GSA Elections. He announced that 

the presidential candidates are Anthony W. Dunbar and Nurit Katz. Janet 
Cummings-Link is running for Vice President Academic Affairs, Arpi Siyahian is 
running for Vice President Internal Affairs, and Monica Sanchez is running for Vice 
President External Affairs.  

b. John also emphasized to everyone that they should all encourage their councils to 
vote. However, there was some conflict with the voting method. The only way to 
vote is through a small icon on the MyUCLA page. First, the icon is not very 
noticeable and easy to pass over, and second, most graduate students do not even use 
MyUCLA so they would never have a chance to see the icon. John said he would 
work on this issue, and encouraged everyone to tell their councils how it is right 
now; he also passed around a flyer with voting instructions. The elections started at 
noon on Tuesday, April 17 and end at noon on Monday, April 23.  

XI I I . Cabinet Report: Justin Wolske, GSA Director  of Events 
a. At this point in the meeting, Justin updated Forum on the Graduate Student Events. 

There are three events coming up: The Wooden Center GradBar on April 26, Speed 
Dating 2 on May 2, and International Graduate Students Association Party on May 
11. He is working to make a final end-of-year celebration happen at the Broad Art 
Center in mid-June.  

b. Justin also discussed how he was going to work to improve the RSVP system, 
mailing list strategies. He discussed future planning strategies (in terms of larger 
versus smaller events) and a fundraising pitch for the Broad GradBar, and gave a 
report on future campus alcohol consumption. He included a longer handout 
outlining details of these issues, as well as a breakdown as to how he has spent his 
budget this year.  

XIV. Adjournment: 7:41 PM 
a. Motion to adjourn the Forum meeting at 7:41 PM. 

i. Jared 
ii. Chris 

ii i. Approved with unanimous consent 


