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Members Present: Chi Kent Ho (Biological Sciences), Richard Rauth (Dentistry), Ryan Kr iwanek 
(Dentistry), M iloni Gandhi (Education), Matthew Beaumont-Gay (Engineer ing), Diane Budzik 
(Engineer ing), Winston Wu (Engineer ing), Er ika Nadir  (Humanities), Karen Law (Law), Alessandro 
Fer rando (Law), M ichael Yuann (Management), M ichelle Morr ison (Management), Alejandro Cantarero 
(Math &  Physical Sciences), Ryan Mallery (Math &  Physical Sciences), Joshua Elder  (M edicine), Barkha 
Gurbam (M edicine), L isa Dooley (Public Health), Satish Kunisi (Social Sciences), Dustin K. Ancalade 
(Social Sciences), Jer ry Mann (ASUCLA Rep), Roy Champawat (ASUCLA Rep), M ike Cohn 
(Administrative Rep), Lance Menthe (Alumni Rep), Nur it Katz (GSA President), Arpi Siyahian (GSA 
Vice President of Internal Affair s), Monica Sanchez (GSA Vice President of External Affairs), Tamar 
Tomassian (GSA Director  of Discretionary Funding), Eunie K im (GSA Legislative L iaison and 
Researcher), Nanthia Suthana (GSA Director  of Publications), Nisha M ehling (GSA Director  of Events), 
KC Souza (GSA Staff), Shazrae M ian (GSA Staff), David Mulmen (Daily Bruin) 
 
I . Call To Order 5:41 PM 
I I . Adoption of Consent Calendar  and Order  of the Day 

a. Motion to approve Adoption of Consent Calendar and Orders of the Day 
i. Alex 

ii. Miloni 
iii. Approved with unanimous consent.  

I I I . Approval of Minutes from the last Forum M eeting on Wednesday, November 28, 2007 
a. Motion to approve minutes from the last Forum Meeting on November 28 

i. Satish 
ii. Miloni 

iii. 16 yays, 0 nays, 2 abstentions 
iv. The motion is approved.  

IV. Officer  Report, Nur it Katz, GSA President 
a. Nurit began her report with an announcement that there have been two resignations in GSA 

recently. Our Director of Communications and our Vice President of Academic Affairs have both 
left GSA. Nurit discussed procedures for replacing the Vice President of Academic Affairs as 
quickly as possible. She wants to have someone selected by the end of the quarter. For the new 
Director of Communications, she will make a nomination and have it approved by forum.  

b. Nurit would like to nominate Heather Wozniak for the position of Director of Communications. 
Heather has been working for GSA for three years as the webmaster. She has redesigned the GSA 
website, giving GSA a better image. She already has experience working very closely with the 
Director of Communications. She has created many helpful online tools for GSA. She would be 
perfect for the position because the work fits in with the work she is already doing as webmaster.  

i. Motion to approve Heather Wozniak for the position of GSA Director of 
Communications 

1. Dustin 
2. Matthew 
3. 11 yays, 2 nays, 4 abstentions 
4. The motion is approved.  



c. Next, Nurit reported that on January 31, UCLA is hosting a Focus the Nation event, which is 
cosponsored by the GSA Sustainable Resource Center. It is part of a national series of campus 
climate change events.  

d. GSA Speed Dating will take place on February 12. The logistics will be improved this year, so it 
should be a successful event. After that, we will be doing a Southern California mixer with 
students from Cal Tech, USC, and other graduate schools in the Los Angeles area. That concludes 
Nurit’s report, and if anyone has any questions for her, they are free to contact her.  

V. Officer  Report, Arpi Siyahian, GSA Vice President of Internal Affairs 
a. Arpi reported that the budgets are now posted online for all the academic councils. Everyone 

needs to make sure their roster is turned in; she is still missing rosters from three councils. These 
are very important for determining the GSA Assembly. The GSA Council Presidents dinner will 
take place on Monday, February 11. She is open to suggestions for a location. 

b. Next, Arpi reported that the Student Interest Board will meet on Monday, February 4. Also, there 
has been a collaborative effort among various graduate student entities to create a survey for 
graduate students that will be used to collect more data about the graduate student population and 
will be useful in improving graduate student services on campus. Arpi and Netta serve as 
representatives on this committee, so she will be reporting about those activities in the future.  

c. The Student Activities Center Board of Governors met on January 23 for the second time this 
year. They discussed the room reservation policy, and heard a presentation on the proposed South 
Campus Student Activities Center. They will continue to meet throughout the quarter to discuss 
new projects. 

d. Lastly, they are working on strategic planning for the GSRC. The coordinators of the GSRC and 
the GWC will be presenting to forum this quarter. The GSA Appreciation Banquet will be held on 
February 20. The location will be announced later.  

VI. Officer  Report, Monica Sanchez, GSA Vice President of External Affairs 
a. Monica started her report by talking about voter registration. UCLA External Affairs tabled all last 

week to register voters. They registered 1,787 voters at UCLA, which ranked the second highest 
UC campus in voter registration. As part of this project, 12,000 students were registered UC wide. 
Next, they are looking to increase voter turnout and voter education for UC students. She has voter 
guides to share information on current issues on the ballot.  

b. Next, she reported that the UC Regents met on January 16 and 17 in Covel Commons. Six UCLA 
graduate students spoke on issues about campus diversity and against fee increases. Despite our 
fight against it, it looks like fees will be increased again in the amount of anywhere from 7% to 
30%. This is mostly because of the overall state budget cuts for higher education.  

c. The External Affairs team went to the UCSA board meeting at UCSF on January 11-13. They 
started organizing strategic planning. Monica is on the Executive Committee for UCSA as the 
Vice Chair of the Graduate and Professional Committee. She emphasized that it’s important that 
graduate students stay active in the strategic planning of UCSA to ensure that UC graduate student 
needs are being met. The next UCSA meeting is at UC Irvine on February 9.  

d. For an update of campus organizing, they are currently in the process of recruiting students for the 
annual Student Lobby Conference on March 1-3. They want to send 12 UCLA students. However, 
their budget is limited and the expenses are rather pricey. Therefore, they may be requesting 
funding from the councils to send students from your council to the conference. If you are 
interested in attending the conference or funding a delegation, let Monica know.  

e. In legislative affairs, Eunie has been working with the USAC COD to arrange lobby visits to our 
assembly members and senators in Sacramento for the conference. They will keep sending emails 
regarding lobby visits and events; contact Eunie if you are interested in participating.  

f. Next, Monica reported on the UC Family Friendly Initiatives, which Janet Cummings was highly 
involved in. They are creating a subcommittee through the academic senate graduate council 
around family childbirth leave policies for graduate students at UCLA. Monica is sitting on this 
committee as the GSA representative.  

g. Lastly, Monica gave updates on the Alumni Association. She has been serving on the Strategic 
Planning Committee for the Alumni Association, where she works to play an active role to guide 
the Association’s works with students in the future. The next meeting for that is February 9, and 
she will present some amendments to the board on the bylaws, and will also propose to the board a 
new award be added to the list of awards.  



VII . Cabinet Report, Eunie K im, GSA Legislative Liaison and Researcher 
a. First, Eunie reported on voter registration. January 22 was the last day to register to vote for the 

Primary Election, and GSA collected around 200 registration cards. UCLA as a whole has 
registered over 1,700 voters. The External Affairs team was going to do a registration competition 
among the academic and professional schools, but that did not work out and the competition didn’t 
produce a lot of cards. Most registration cards were collected from the Graduate Student 
Orientation and tabling on campus.  

b. She is also currently working with the Undergraduate Student Association to schedule in-district 
lobby visits. She will be doing joint visits because of the high number of requests and scheduling 
issues. This way, they will reach their goal of meeting with all Los Angeles area representatives. 

c. Eunie also updated everyone on the UC Regents. They meeting at UCLA the previous week was 
successful because a lot of students attended. A lot of discussion was about how to fill in the 
budget shortfall after the current budget crisis in California. The UC Office of the President 
presented on options to cut expenditures, which did raise concerns among attendees.  

d. Finally, Eunie reported that her and Oiyan plan to sit on the Student Lobby Conference Steering 
Committee, and they will visit the UCSA Lobby Conference in Sacramento on March 1-3. She is 
also scheduling Sacramento lobby visits with Los Angeles representatives. They are looking to 
bring 8-12 students to Sacramento with them, and they are also looking for financial assistance 
from councils to allow them to bring more students.  

VII I . Cabinet Report, Nanthia Suthana, GSA Director  of Publications 
a. Nanthia gave a very brief report on the current publications. Her report included a discussion of 

what journals are being printed right now, which is shown in attachment G. She also discussed 
how much money will be allocated to each journal, which is also outlined on the second page of 
the attachment. She has been doing very will with allocations and looks forward to publishing a lot 
of really great journals.  

IX. Cabinet Report, Tamar Tomassian, GSA Director  of Discretionary Funding 
a. Tamar gave an updated on what money she has been allocating for discretionary funding. First, 

she mentioned that there is a limit of $800 per student group this year, and that student interest 
groups have a $1200 limit. That being said, she went over what groups she has given funding to 
for every month to date this year. She has given awards totaling $11,527.30 and has been very 
successful with applications. She emphasized where you can find applications online, and 
encouraged everyone to ask her questions if they have any.  

X. Cabinet Report, Cynthia Pineda, GSA Director  of Elections, made by Arpi Siyahian 
a. Cynthia was not in attendance at this Forum meeting, so Arpi made her report for her. First she 

gave a brief overview of what the elections board does, which includes organizing and overseeing 
the annual GSA elections. Each Academic Council appoints one representative to the Elections 
Board, and they serve as a liaison between GSA and each department. These representatives are 
responsible for attending all meetings. The meetings of the Elections Board are mandatory for the 
representatives, but they are also open to the public and dinner is provided! The first meeting this 
quarter is on January 30, followed by meetings on February 20 and March 12. Next, Arpi went 
over the councils that attended in fall and emphasized that some councils did not have attendees. If 
your council doesn’t have a representative, pick one and email their information to Cynthia as 
soon as possible! To conclude, if anyone has any questions, they can contact Cynthia.  

XI. Adjournment: 6:35 PM 
a. Motion to adjourn 

i. Matthew 
ii. Chi Kent Ho 

iii. Approved with unanimous consent.  
 

 
 


