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April 14,2008
To: GSA Forum
From: Monica Sanchez, Vice President of External Affairs, UCLA GSA

Re: External Affairs Report to Forum

This report is intended to highlight a few of the campus initiatives and projects directed under GSA
External Affairs since our last Forum meeting.

Regents Meeting

The next UC Regents meeting is on May 13" -15™ here on the UCLA campus. We are currently looking
for student who are available and would like to speak during the public comment period or serve as a
student representative advocate and whiteline at one of the meetings. If you are interested please contact
me as soon as possible if you would like more information or have any questions.

There are four UCSA-affiliated whiteliners at each day of the Regents meeting. Whiteliners are provided
direct access to the Regents. They get to go past the line that separates the approved guest from the
audience that must sit in back. Whiteliners therefore have the opportunity to speak directly with the
Regents and meet with them in informal situations such as breaks and meals.

The responsibility of a UCSA whiteliner is to advocate UCSA's positions on issues the Regents will be
considering and to build relationships for UCSA with as many of the Regents as possible. This is also one
of the few times students have the opportunity to tell the Regents about our priorities and our action
agenda.

Funding for travel and meals is provided by the UC Office of the President for the day you are
whitelining. Students are generally only appointed to whiteline on one day of the two- or three-day
Regents meeting.

The Regents will be voting on the UC Budget at this meeting. The Financial Office at the Office of the
President has recommended a 7% to 10% Educational Fee and 10% Registration Fee increase for 2008-
2009 school year at all UC campuses. The budget recommendations also include cuts to proposed
increases for student mental health services and graduate student support. Whiteliners will have the
unique possibility of convincing regents voting on student fee increases to vote against them. If you have
personal stories about how fee increases have impacted you or how high fees deter you or family
members from succeeding at the UC, we encourage you to apply. Also, students who have direct
experience with student services such as student mental health can provide a valuable perspective on
calling for its protection.

If you are interested in whitelining on behalf of UCSA, please provide us with the following information
to_gsavpexternal@sa.ucsb.edu by April 25, 2008.




* Name:

e Campus:

*  Year/Major:

e Organization (if any):

¢ Please indicate which days you can participate (participants usually only Whiteline for one day):

o March 18
o March 19
o March 20

*  Why do you want to be a UCSA Whiteliner for the January Regents meeting? How can you
address the issues brought up in "Specifics about the March Regents meeting" (see above)?

Public comment is a brief period before the start of each day (§AM or 9AM) of the Regents meeting
where any member of the public can address the Board for 1 to 2 minutes. We are looking for UC
students, high school students, parents and others who are affected by fee increase, inadequate student
mental health services, or involved with academic prep initiatives to give short personal statements urging
the Regents to vote against the possible 10% or more proposed fee increase. You will be provided with a
briefing page and will be asked to meet with our University Affairs Director on the morning of the
meeting.

If you are interested in participating during the public comment time on either day of the March Regents
meeting (in regards to the UCSA priorities for this meeting discussed above), please provide the
following information to gsavpexternal(@sa.ucsb.edu:

* Name:

e Campus:

*  Year/Major:

e Organization (if any):

¢ Topic (or how you can address the UCSA priorities above):

¢ Please indicate which days you can participate (participants usually only Whiteline for one day):
o May 14, 15" or 16th

If you have any questions, please contact Ray Austin at uadirector@ucsa.org or (510) 834-8272 or
Monica Sanchez at vpex(@gsa.asucla.ucla.edu

District Lobby Visits

The external office work with UC's across the state to ensure that the voices of students are heard by the
UC Regents, the Governor, and the California State Legislature, and to fight against budget cuts, fee
increases, and other issues that negatively impact the affordability, accessibility, and quality of the UC.

As you may be aware, the University of California budget is being cut by over $300 million dollars.
Student fees have increased dramatically in recent years, and as graduate students, we are also affected by
additional increases on graduate and professional fees.

On Friday, April 18th, the undergraduate and graduate associations of UCLA will collectively visit over
20 of our local elected officials in the California State Legislature to voice our concerns regarding these
budget cuts and the impact it will have on our education. If you are interested in attending lobby visits
this week or in the future please contact Eunie Kim UCLA GSA Legislative Liaison at
leg(@gsa.asucla.ucla.edu




Letters to Your Legislators

The External Affairs team realizes that it can be time consuming and costly for students to travel to lobby
visits across the state so if you would like to voice your opinion even if you can not attend a lobby visit, a
letter is just as effective. Send a letter to the local district office of 1) your state Senator and 2) your state
Assembly Member. For more information on locating your legislator’s district office address and how to
find out who your representatives are visit http://www.sen.ca.gov/~newsen/senators/senators.htp and
enter your address and the city in which you are registered to vote. All letters are read by district office
staff members and logged into a data base system in which your representative is informed on the issues
you identify. Always be sure to include your name and address so that they may contact you if you
request follow-up information pertaining to a state issue.

UCSA Board Meeting

The GSA External Affairs team will be attending a UCSA board meeting on May 3rd-4" at UCR. The
board will also be interviewing final candidates for the UC Student Regent position on Friday, May 2™.
D’ Artagnan Scorza UCLA Education graduate student is currently the student regent designate and the
voting student regent is Ben Allen, UC Berkeley Boalt School of Law student. We will report on the
newly selected student regent designate as soon as the nomination has been finalized.

UC Day in Washington DC

Every year UCLA Government and Community Relations invites Graduate Student and USAC officers to
lobby in Washington DC on behalf of UCLA. This year VP Internal and myself will be attending UC Day
on May 5"-7" to represent UCLA graduate students. We will include more information about the visit in
our written reports at the next form.

Alumni Association Board Meeting

The last board meeting of the year is on May 22" I will be presenting a report on GSA involvement with
the alumni associations and our accomplishments from this year as well as goals for the coming years. If
you are graduating and interested in joining the alumni association or volunteering in any capacity please
contact me before the end of the academic year.



