Welcome to Los Angeles! As a local and a foodie, here’s a list of places that are generally cheap and good. One of the great advantages of
living in Los Angeles (and yes, there are advantages) is the availability of good, cheap, fresh food. As one of the most multicultural cities in
the world, you can find just about anything in Los Angeles. Some of the best food in L.A. happens in the oddest spots: strip malls, ethnic
food courts, farmer’s markets, etc. Unless otherwise noted, most of these restaurants run about $10 or under for an entrée. Many of these

places only take cash so be warned.

Alejo's Presto Trattoria (Italian)
4002 Lincoln Blvd

Marina Del Rey, CA 90292-5614
(310) 822-0095

The shrimp diabolo is fabulous. You will leave smelling like garlic.
La Bottega Marino (Italian)

11363 Santa Monica Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90025-3151  Los Angeles, CA 90004

(310) 477-7777 (323) 962-1325

The desserts are amazing, I can’t seem to stop eating their ricotta
cheesecake. There salads are fresh and light. The pizza is fabulous and the
Chicken Marsala and their pastas are great.

203 N Larchmont Blvd

Miceli's (Italian)

1646 N Las Palmas Ave
Hollywood, CA 90028
(323) 466-3438

(323) 851-1609 (Fax)
Great place to go at night before or after clubbing. I have friends who
swear by their chicken livers. Otherwise, their pastas and their meat
dishes are pretty basic but good.

3655 W. Cahuenga Blvd
Hollywood, CA 90028
(323)851-3344

Village Pizzeria (Italian/Pizza)
131 N Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004

(323) 465-5566
I adore their garlic and clam pizza.
Frankie & Johnnie's(Italian/Pizza)

9533 Santa Monica Blvd (Pizza and Pasta)

Beverly Hills, CA 90210-4503

(310) 860-1155

There are multiple locations of this restaurant in LA. There pizza is great
as well as their pastas. Try the gnocchi.

Carmines II (Italian)

10463 Santa Monica Blvd (New York Style Italian)

Los Angeles, CA 90025

(310) 441-4706

If you miss New York style Italian, you should go here. It’s a little more
expensive but the ambience is pretty cool.

Andre's Restaurant (Italian)

6332 W 3RD St Ste 18

Los Angeles, CA 90036-3180

(323) 935-1246

In what I affectionately term the ghetto Grove, this cafeteria style
restaurant is what I affectionately term my dive spaghetti place. You can
get a full meal with salad for less than $7. Good pasta and pizza. Specials
change daily. My favorite is Tuesday, they have braised lamb shanks
with a side of spaghetti with salad for less than $7.

J.R. Seafood Restaurant (Dim Sum)

11901 Santa Monica Blvd Ste 102

Los Angeles, CA 90025-2758

(310) 268-2463

Along with dim sum, there regular menu has some great stuff... try their
Walnut Chicken and salt and pepper squid.

Little Hong Kong Café (Chinese)

2129 Sawtelle Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90025

(310) 478-7329

Good, cheap and almost everything on the menu is great.

Young-King Chinese Restaurant (Korean Chinese)

3100 W Olympic Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90006-2414

(213) 487-6154

Amazing spicy fried shrimp, sweet and sour pork and hot and sour soup.
If you like your Chinese food spicier, this is where to go.

Regent Seafood Restaurant (Hong Kong Chinese)

747 N Main St

Los Angeles, CA 90012-1823

(213) 680-3333

Cheap, Cheap, Cheap... Hong Kong style seafood is usually your best
bet. You can get a fabulous lunch for $4.25 that includes rice, a main
course, soup. The clams in black bean sauce is amazing. This is where |
go when [ have jury duty.

Empress Pavilion (Dim Sum)

988 N Hill St Ste 201

Los Angeles, CA 90012-1750

(213) 617-9898

The Chinatown restaurant that all my Chinese friends go to for dimsum.

Ocean Star (Dim Sum)

145 N Atlantic Blvd

Monterey Park, CA 91754-1581

(626) 308-2128

The best dim sum place in LA. They serve things here you never see at
other dim sum places. Try their clear shrimp wonton soup.

Sak's Teriyaki (Japanese)

1121 Glendon Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90024-3501

(310) 208-2002

Cheap Japanese place... good teriyaki bowls, I would also tried any of
their fried food.

Mishima (Japanese)

8474 W 3rd St Ste 108

Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-0181

Amazing Udon, their unagi bowl is really good. They also do great fish
dishes (a little more than $10 for this) and a kick ass tofu salad, soft shell
crab salad and spicy tuna rolls.

Hide Sushi (Japanese/Sushi)

2040 Sawtelle Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90025-6230
(310) 477-7242

Really good sushi.




Noshi Sushi (Sushi)

4430 Beverly Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004-1802
(323) 469-3458

Cheap, great sushi, a churashi bowl is only $8.
New Japan Take Out (Japanese/ Fast Food)

11283 Santa Monica Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90025-3155

(310) 477-0557

Cheap Teriyaki place. Lots of UCLA undergrads go here. They also have
a karaoke machine.

FuRaiBo (Japanese/Fast Food)

2068 Sawtelle Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90025

(310) 444-1432

Try any of their fried stuff, their tebe sake chicken is what they are
known for. In addition, their agadashi tofu is fabulous.

Daikokuya (Japanese/Ramen)

327 E IST St

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3901

(213) 626-1680

Great ramen, great retro ambience, you do feel like you’ve walked into
Tampopo. The bento boxes are also great and how can you say no to a
mug of $2 Japanese beer.

Monte Alban (Oaxacan)

11927 Santa Monica Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90025

(310) 444-7736

Mole to die for. You should also tried their burnt milk desert.

Guelaguetza (Oaxacan)

11127 Palms Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90034-6502
(213) 427-0608

3337 15 W 8™ St
Los Angeles, CA 90005
(213) 427-0601

3014 W Olympic Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90006-2516
(213) 427-0608

More great Oaxacan food.

El Baron De Centro America (Central American)

4212 W Pico Blvd 2757 W Pico Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90019-3161 Los Angeles, CA 90006
(323) 954-1384 (323)734-5772

Great central American seafood.

Homegirl Café (Mexican)

1818 E 1st St

Los Angeles, CA 90011

(323) 268-9353

Healthy Mexican. Great for lunch and you are helping out a community
program. You might see the Mayor here on occasion.

Casa de Sousa (Café)
634 N. Main St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012 (on Olvera Street)

The most amazing Mexican coffee and chocolate with just the right
amount of chili sprinkled on top. Great ambience.

Pampas Grill (Brazilian)

6333 W 3rd St

Los Angeles, CA 90036

(323) 931-1928

The cheap way to eat Brazilian. The garlic beef, their sausage and lamb
are great. Their sautéed collard greens and their beet salad are great.

Mario's Peruvian & Seafood (Peruvian)

5786 Melrose Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90038-3844
(323) 466-4181

Amazing seafood.

El Cholo

1025 Wilshire Blvd. 1121 S Western Ave
Santa Monica, CA 90401 Los Angeles, CA 90006
(310) 899-1106 (323)734-2773

Great Margaritas, amazing tamales... try the seasonal blue corn ones.

Versailles

1415 S La Cienega Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90035 Los Angeles, CA 90034

(310) 289-0392 (310) 558-3168

Great Cuban with an interesting crowd. I would try the chicken or the
pork.

10319 Venice Blvd

Gloria's Cafe
10227 Venice Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90034-5902

(310) 838-0963
Great El Salvadoran food.

El Taurino

1104 S Hoover St

Los Angeles, CA 90006-3616 (213) 738-9197
2306 W 11TH St

Los Angeles, CA 90006-2058 (213) 738-0961

Amazing tacos!

Rubio’s
Ackerman Union
1t’s all about the fish taco.

Sunnin (Lebanese)

1779 Westwood Blvd.

Westwood, CA 90024

(310) 477-2358

The appetizers are great, the kebbeh’s amazing and any of their daily
specials should be spectacular. Great baklava and coffee.

Zankou Chicken (Middle Eastern)

1716 S Sepulveda Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90025-4312
Great chicken shawerma.

Nathan's Famous (Kosher hot dogs)

9216 W Pico Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90035-1319

(310) 273-0303

One of two kosher hot dog places on Pico. I would try both.

Magic Carpet (Kosher Yemenite)

8566 W Pico Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90035-2410

(310) 652-8507

The best Kosher sit-down restaurant in the area.




Csardas Restaurant (Hungarian)

5820 Melrose Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90038-3709

(323) 962-6434

The goulash, roast duck, stuffed cabbage is great. The desserts are
wonderful and don’t be surprised if you go home with some bread.

Warszawa Restaurant (Polish)
1414 Lincoln Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 393-8831

It’s all about the sausage.

Jeff's Gourmet Sausage and Deli Factory (Kosher hot dogs)
8930 W Pico Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90035

(310) 858-8590

Try the other kosher hot dog place.
Canter's (Deli-late night)

419 N Fairfax Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90036-1799

(323) 651-2030

Open all night. This is where everyone goes at 3 in the morning for
matzo ball soup, great reubens, pastrami sandwiches and all manner of
other deli and bakery favorites.

Nate and Al’s Jewish Deli

414 N Beverly Dr

Beverly Hills, CA 90210-4602

(310) 274-0101

The pastrami sandwich makes Roman Polanski nostalgic.

Apple Pan (Burgers)

10801 W Pico Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90064-2105

(310) 475-3585

One of the original hamburger shacks still standing.

The Counter (Burgers)
2901 Ocean Park Blvd
Santa Monica CA
Construct your own burger.

In-N-Out Burger (Burgers)

922 Gayley Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90024

(800) 786-1000

Probably the all-time best burger you will have at a fast-food place. In
college, my friends and I would drive over two hours to make an In-N-
Out run. The burgers are sublime.

Tommy's Original Hamburger (Burgers)

2575 Beverly Blvd 8500 Beverly Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90057-1020  Los Angeles, CA 90048
(213) 389-9060 (310) 659-2410

1900 Lincoln Blvd

Santa Monica, CA 90405-1315

(310) 392-4820

It’s all about the chili burger. $5 for a burger and fries.

Barneys Gourmet Hamburger (Burgers)

22526TH St

Santa Monica, CA 90402-2569

(310) 899-0133

Great milkshakes, fries and my all-time favorite gourmet hamburger.

Pie n' Burger (Burgers)

913 E California Blvd

Pasadena, CA 91106

(626) 795-1123

The most amazing pies. They hand-roll the crust.

FARMER’S MARKET(on 3™ and Fairfax)

Don’t eat at the Grove but eat at the Farmer’s market. Other than the
Chinese places, everything in this food fair bonanza (a food court like no
other) is fabulous. The Gumbo Pot has great gumbo, crayfish, fried
chicken salad, corn bread, and po’boys. Charlie’s has amazing breakfast
and French toast. Loteria has really good and interesting Mexican, try the
birria (goat) and nopales (cactus). Kokomo Café has good diner fare.
Singapore’s Banana Leaf has amazing Singapore/Malaysian. Their Mee
Goreng is great. Pampas Grill has great Brazilian food by weight.
Moishe’s has amazing Middle Eastern. Bennett’s has great ice-cream.
The list goes on. All the food is usually under $10 (with the exception of
the wine-bar) and you can also run around and buy your meat, poultry,
seafood, veggies, produce and specialties market items in the market.
There are some fabulous bakeries, butchers (who make their own
sausage-Marconda’s is particularly knowledgeable) and greengrocers for
a fraction of the cost of what you would pay at Whole Foods or Bristol
Farms (really where all the best meat and produce are).

Cafe Du Village (Brunch/French)

139 1/2 N Larchmont Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90004-3704

(323) 466-3996

Great all-around French Bistro, but I normally go for the breakfast and
lunchtime salads. They have the most amazing salmon salad as well as a
fabulous Cobb. They also do crepes in the afternoon. You can also order
in French since all their waiters are fluent.

John O' Groats (Brunch)
10516 W Pico Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90064-2320
(310) 204-0692

Great Breakfast.

Kings Road Café (Brunch/Caf¢)
8361 Beverly Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90048-2633
(323) 655-9044

Great breakfast.

Doughboys (Brunch/Café)

8136 W Third St
Los Angeles, CA 90048-4309

(323) 651-4202

Great for brunch but particularly good for the French onion soup and
their amazing desserts. Try their red velvet cake.

Café Midi (Café)

148 S LA Brea Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90036-2910

(323) 939-9860

In the housewares section of American Rag. Great sandwiches and lunch
fare. Try their curried egg salad with mixed greens.




Dinah's Family Restaurant (Diner)
6521 S Sepulveda Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90045-1592 (310) 645-0456

Great diner food. Good breakfast and try their specialty chicken.
Netty's (American-great blackened catfish and gingerbread)

1700 Silver Lake Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026-1222
(323) 662-8655

CJ’s Café (Café)
Corner of Carmona Ave and Pico Blvd

Great omelets.

Fred 62 (Café)

1850 N Vermont Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90027-4215 (323) 667-0062
Great late-night spot. Stick to their classic diner food.

Oki-Dog (hot dogs)
860 N Fairfax Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90046-7208 Los Angeles, CA 90019

(323) 655-4166 (323)938-4369
This is the home of the pastrami dog.

Pink's Hot Dogs (hot dogs)

709 N La Brea Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90038

(323) 931-4223

The most famous hot dog stand in LA... got to have the polish dog.

5056 W Pico Blvd

Larchmont Village Wine Spirit & Cheese (sandwiches)
223 N Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004

(323) 856-8699
(323) 856-9390 (Fax)

Great place for deli sandwiches on fresh baguettes. Great wine selection.

East West Sandwich (Asian Sandwiches)

1116 Westwood Blvd

Los Angeles, CA, 90024 (310) 208-8880

They have great boba and other fun drinks. Their Vietnamese
sandwiches are particularly good.

Philippe the Original (Sandwiches)

1001 N Alameda St

Los Angeles, CA 90012-1803

(213) 628-3781

Great french dip sandwiches. Has been around since the beginning of the
century. Watch out for the hot mustard.

Islands (California)

10948 W Pico Blvd 350 S. Beverly Dr Ste 150
Los Angeles, CA 90064-2112 Beverly Hills, Ca 90212
(310) 474-1144 (310) 556-1624

Great healthy fries (done in canola), good burgers and cali-mex.

Damon & Pythias (California)

1061 Broxton Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90024-2803
3108248777

Great sandwiches and salads.

California Chicken Café (California)

2005 Westwood Blvd 6805 Melrose Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90025-6328  Los Angeles, CA 90038
(310) 446-1933 (323) 935-5877

Great wraps and the most amazing Chinese chicken salad.

Musso & Frank Grill
6667 Hollywood Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90028-6292
(323) 467-7788
A splurge but great steakhouse with a killer martini. It’s an LA classic.

Roscoe's House of Chicken & Waffles

5006 W Pico Blvd 1518 N Gower St

Los Angeles, CA 90019-4126 Los Angeles, CA 90028-6422
(323) 934-4405 (323) 962-0276

The famous chicken and waffles. Best probably in the morning but it’s
open all night.

Phillips
2619 Crenshaw Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90016 3237314772

Phillips Bar-B-Que

4307 Leimert Blvd Ste 3

Los Angeles, CA 90008-5201
(323) 292-7613

The best Bar-B-Que in LA.

1517 Centinela Ave
Inglewood, CA 90302-1143
(310) 412-7135

Harold and Belle's (Soul Food)

2920 W Jefferson Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90018-3339

(323) 735-9023

Also a splurge but amazing fried chicken and gumbo.

BCD Tofu House (Korean)

3575 Wilshire Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90010

(213) 382-6677

There are multiple locations of this chain. The best Korean tofu pot in
the city. $8 will get you a full meal that includes fish, side dishes, rice,
tofu, etc.

Shik Do Rak (Korean Barbeque)

2501 W Olympic Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90006-2913

(213) 384-4148

The original Korean BBQ place that introduced the rice wrap. Meals are
all-inclusive (meat, salad, sides, rice, savory pancakes and alcohol) so
bring a couple of friends. It should cost you around $15 a-piece.

Chosun Galbee Restaurant (Korean Barbeque)

3330 W. Olympic Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90019

(323) 734-3330

Classic Korean. The best kalbi and the most amazing naeng myun (cold
noodles). They also do Bibimbap in a stone pot. Will cost you between
$10-20 each person but it’s all inclusive with rice, sides and even desert.

Madang Gooksu (Korean noodles)
Next to BCD Tofu on Western and James Woods.
Amazing warm noodles in chicken broth.




Torung Restaurant (Thai/Late-Night)

5657 Hollywood Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90028-6813

(323) 464-2750

This restaurant does not open until Spm in the evening and it closes
around 4 or 5 in the morning. The Thai food is cheap and really good.

Sanamluang Café (Thai)

5170 Hollywood Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90027-6131

(323) 660-8006

Great Thai place with really good duck salad and pad kee mau.

Ocha Classic Restaurant (Thai)

3960 Beverly Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004-3434
(213) 383-0459

835 S. Vermont Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90005
(213)383-4249

3914 W 3RD St

Los Angeles, CA 90020-2610

(213) 387-8188

Amazing Thai and really cheap. It’s always busy. Great pad see ew, try
their seafood with chili and any of the curries with coconut cream.

Pho 2000

215 N Western Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90004
(213) 368-0710

Great Vietnamese noodle soup and summer rolls outside of Santa Ana.

667 S Western Ave
Los Angeles, Ca 90005

Noodle Planet (Southeast Asian)

1118 Westwood Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90024-3412

(310) 208-0777

Though considered pan-Asian, stick to either the Vietnamese or Thai
entrees. Really great pork chop, pho, pad thai, etc.

Mr. Noodle

936 Broxton Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90024-2802

Also pan-Asian but really good Thai. Try their war-won ton soup and
hainam chicken.

India's Tandoori (Indian)

5947 W Pico Blvd 11819 Wilshire Blvd Ste 206

Los Angeles, CA 90035-2653  Los Angeles, CA 90025-6631

(323) 936-2050 (310) 268-9100

Though you really have to go to Artesia for great Indian, this works
nicely for the basics. They also understand when you say spicy, they will
actually do spicy. Great onion bhaji, tandoori fish, matar paneer and
lamb dopiaza.

Merkato Restaurant (Ethiopian)

1036 1/2 Fairfax Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90019

(323) 935-1775

Fabulous Ethiopian. Order the honey wine and try the mixed vegetable
plate as well as the tibbs and doro wot.

Grand Central Market (downtown food court)

Similar to the set-up of the Farmer’s Market but with more of a
latino slant. You can get the most amazing pupusas, emapanadas,
ceviche, tacos, Mongolian BBQ, bento boxes, etc. here. Much of
it is under $5. In addition, you can buy meat, fish and produce
here.

Gelato Paradiso

6922 Hollywood Blvd, Ste 107
Hollywood, CA 90028

(888) 640-9256

Chado Tea Room (English Tea)

8422 1/2 W 3rd Street

Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 655-2056

Though you can go to the Huntington Library for tea in the rose garden,
this is a much better deal. They supply all the fine teas to all the major
restaraunts and hotels in the area. $15 for full English tea including
sandwiches, scones, tea cakes, cookies and salad. Their tea list is
extensive.

Noah's Bagels

10910 Lindbrook Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90024-3408
(310) 209-8177

The Bagel Broker

7825 Beverly Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323) 931-1258

Sam's Bagels
150 N Larchmont Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90004-3705
(323) 469-1249

11712 Barrington Ct
Los Angeles, CA 90049-2930
(310) 472-7942

Sweet Lady Jane

8360 Melrose Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90069-6501

(323) 653-7145

Best bakery in LA. Serves amazing slices in its small shop. Otherwise,
great for birthday and wedding cakes.

Krispy Kreme
Ackerman Union
The best donuts and we have them on campus.

**Major splurges but so good**

Lucques

8474 Melrose Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90069

(323) 655-6277

Probably the best restaurant in LA. The menu changes every other week.
They have a great prix-fix menu on Sundays $35 with an appetizer, main
course and dessert. Their cosmo is pricey but really good.

AOC

8022 W. 3" St.

Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323)653-6359

The best wine and tapas bar in LA. The wine list is fabulous and the
different small dishes are sublime. Their charcuterie is really good.




GOOD MARKETS & GROCERY STORES

Farmer’s Markets: Thursday in Westwood, Santa Monica, Hollywood, Larchmont. Any and all farmer’s markets have great produce and some
great food. Try Corn Maiden Tamales, the sticky toffee pudding and don’t forget the sausage guys.

Ethnic Markets

Thai: Bangkok Market has amazing seafood and will fry all fresh fish for free.

Korean: HK Supermarket (the best seafood and produce selection as well as prepared sides)

California Market (good produce and meat)

Plaza Market
Galleria Market
[all of them are on Western]

Chinese: 99 Ranch (for everything)

Middle Eastern and Kosher: Several down Westwood Blvd including Jordan Market and Rose Market (they make their own rose petal ice cream)
All the big kosher markets are on Pico. However, I would also suggest Kosher Club on Pico near La Brea. It’s where I get kosher turkey for

Thanksgiving.

Mexican: Jon’s, Food-4-Less, California Market, etc. You’d be amazed at how cheap food is and the stuff you can get. Many of these markets also
make their own tortillas. Good for white bread rolls (often 7 for a dollar)

Argentine: Catalina’s on Western. Great meat and deli section. Fabulous empanadas and sandwiches to go. Amazing South American wine for a

couple of bucks.

Scandinavian: Olsen’s Scandinavian Delicatessen on Pico. Great cheese, meat and herring. They also do sandwiches. Otherwise, head to IKEA.

J & T European Gourmet Food
1128 Wilshire Blvd

Santa Monica, CA 90401-2012
(310) 394-7227

Great sausages.

Westwood

Whole Foods Market (Deli and Desserts)
1050 S. Gayley

Los Angeles, CA 90024

310.824.0858

West Los Angeles

Whole Foods Market

11666 National Boulevard
(corner of National & Barrington)
Los Angeles, CA 90064
310.996.8840

Santa Monica

Whole Foods Market
2201 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
310.315.0662

Brentwood

Whole Foods Market
11737 San Vicente Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90049
310.826.4433

Bristol Farms (Deli and Desserts)
1515 Westwood Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90024

Schreiner’s

3417 Ocean View Blvd

Glendale, CA 91208

German butchers: great bratwurst, bockwurst, sauerkraut, bangers, etc. It’s also
a beer garden.

Beverly Hills Cheese Store

419 N. Beverly Dr.

Beverly Hills, CA 90210

The best cheese store in LA. It carries almost everything. They give free
samples. Try the truffle cheese.

Berolina’s Bakery and Pastry

3421 Ocean View Blvd

Montrose, CA 91020

Swedish bakery and pastry. Amazing semlor.



