President
Michael Skiles (Moving Forward Slate)
 
Thank you for the honor of serving you these past two years as GSA President and Graduate Chair of the UC Council of Presidents. When it seemed KREC would close with no replacement, I promised we’d save KREC! We now have a better gym and thousands of us enjoyed LA Fitness passes until it opened. When previously GSA had very few and limited events, I promised we’d economize so we could have more and better socials. Now, record-setting numbers of students have enjoyed our soirées, polo matches, and wine tastings. We also expanded parking access for hundreds of students and brought free printing to the BioMed library. Now, I’ve started the Westwood Forward movement to end restrictions that stop housing development, pool tables, dancing, live music, and happy hours in Westwood. Let’s build on our successes and reclaim our community; vote Moving Forward now and then Westwood Forward in May! 


VP of Internal Affairs
Eric Hu (Moving Forward Slate)

As your current GSA Events Director, it’s been my honor to serve over 12,000 of you. I have organized events throughout the year including multiple GradBars, where over 7,000 Bruins were able to connect and enjoy free food and drinks. As a GSA presidential cabinet member, I also worked hard to bring free printing to BioMed Library.
 
I strive to use my broad experiences to advocate for you. As a second-year dental student, I’ve been twice elected Vice President of my class. I also serve as UC System-wide Academic Affairs Officer of the UC Student Association, where I’ve worked to enhance the institutional experience of graduate students.
 
Platforms:  
· Bi-weekly social & networking events for all graduate students
· Increase career opportunities for non-academic career paths
· Stop rent hike for University-owned apartments  
· Promote affordable housing and entertainment through Westwood Forward
· Expansion of the free transit pass for commuters

Let’s keep Moving Forward!  









VP of Internal Affairs
Katherine Jia 
 
Hello Bruins! I’m Katherine Jia, a first year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Luskin School of Public Affairs. My vision is to empower grad students to take charge of our valuable grad school experiences and resources, and to make UCLA our family away from home.
 
If elected, I’ll strive to initiate conversation, collaboration, and friendship among our grad student community, by organizing academic forums, grad student-led talk series, career panels, industry experts lectures, cultural celebrations, cooking lessons, leadership workshops, outings, etc.
 
I’ll also continue with GSA’s effort in advocating rights and additional benefits for our students, as well as negotiating with administration for more affordable housing, dining, transportation, etc. options for us.
 
Platforms:
      Enhance career services; Strengthen alumni connection
      Expand housing, parking, dining, travel benefits
      Seek answers/alternatives for the tuition increase
      Create grad student-led talk series to promote cross-disciplinary conversation
      Expand GSA’s presence on campus
 
It’s time we unite to make an everlasting impact!


VP of Academic Affairs
Ashley Wright (Moving Forward Slate)

Bruin Friends & Colleagues,

It is with great excitement and duty that I run to serve as your VP of Academic Affairs and GSA Rep to the UCLA Academic Senate. I am a first year MBA student with a passion for connecting student interests across programs to drive change. As an elected Anderson School of Business GSA Representative my first year, I piloted the first Interdisci-Dinner series, connecting more than 60 UCLA Graduate students across 10+ schools around shared interest areas of Communities & Development, Entertainment, and Entrepreneurship. As your VP of Academic Affairs, I aim to strengthen this connection across schools and interest areas as well as:
· Make it easier to identify and apply for available TA positions
· Drive diverse representation on graduate student committees
· Support and champion academic councils in setting and accomplishing their goals

Let’s keep Moving Forward!

[bookmark: _GoBack]VP of External Affairs
Michelle Ellis Viorato (Moving Forward Slate)
 
Hi Bruins!
 
It is without hesitation that I seek to be your next VP for External Affairs (VPEX). I currently serve the external affairs office as its chief of staff. In this capacity, I’ve advocated for transparent and equitable representation of graduate and professional students in the UC. As your next VPEX, I will amplify the voice of UCLA students who are driving conversations on issues that affect us the most. I also plan to work on the following:
 
· Collaborate with Westwood Forward to establish a new neighborhood council
· Advocate for the expansion of first-generation and non-traditional graduate students
·  Bring the grievances of parenting students at the UC systemwide level
· Continue undergraduate-graduate partnerships
· Build on our capacity for state & federal advocacy
· Establish an LA graduate advocacy coalition to partner with local CSU's and private universities

Inclusion, collaboration, and community is key! VOTE Michelle Viorato for VPEX and keep Moving Forward!


