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Graduate Students Association 

Elections Board Minutes 
February 20, 2008, 5:30 PM 

 
Members Present: Craig Hoverman (Arts & Architecture), Jay Turetzky (Biological 
Sciences), Nilou Nouri (Dentistry), David Wozney (Engineering), Alex Ferrando (Law), 
Matthew Keegan (Math & Physical Sciences), Meghan Wood (Medicine), Cynthia Pineda 
(GSA Director of Elections), KC Souza (GSA Staff) 
 

I. Call to Order 5:30 PM 
a. First, introductions were made as everyone entered. She pointed out the minutes 

from the last meeting to everyone, and said that if anyone notices any changes 
that need to be made, write them down and give them to KC at the end of the 
meeting.  

II. Elections Board Overview 
a. Cynthia then gave an overview of the Elections Board for the new members. She 

emphasized that the committee is very important, and that if a council does not 
have a representative, their funding could get cut. The meeting dates are already 
set for the rest of the year, so plan on coming to all of them. As a part of being on 
the Elections Board, you must remain neutral in the elections process. Cynthia 
then talked about the importance of being on the Elections Board and the 
importance of attending the meeting. If there are any changes that occur in the 
schedule, she will email everyone.  

III. Determine Vice President of Academic Affairs Winner 
a. Next, Cynthia discussed the special elections. Because the former Vice President 

of Academic Affairs resigned in the fall, we are holding special elections. There 
are three candidates, and the ballot went out on Monday. The deadline to vote was 
February 20 at 3:00 PM, but they didn’t get enough ballots (they are going to 
recount them). She will need two volunteers to help count the ballots. Because it 
is a special election, the ballots had to be emailed.  

IV. GSA 2008 Elections Method, Calendar, and Budget 
a. They need to approve electronic voting through MyUCLA, the calendar, and the 

budget. First, the method of voting for the 2008 elections was discussed. Then, 
she discussed the details of the budget; it is flexible, and the allocation of it will 
be approved by the board. The money comes from a percentage of graduate 
student fees every year. Cynthia wants to get the elections much more popular this 
year, with a high voter turnout and a lot of candidates. ‘ 

b. Motion to approve MyUCLA as the primary method for voting in the 2008 GSA 
Elections. 

i. Alex 
ii. David 



iii. Approved with unanimous consent.  
c. Next, the calendar was discussed. The dates come from a manual, and they are at 

the same time every year. A question was brought up if there can be more 
reminders of these dates, but Cynthia noted that those cost a lot of money. She 
said she will consider it and speak to SAO. It is important that a quorum is present 
at all meetings, and if you cannot attend, send a substitute in your place. She also 
took volunteers for the candidate orientation meeting.  

i. Motion to approve the calendar for the 2008 GSA Elections. 
1. Alex 
2. Nilou 
3. Approved with unanimous consent.  

d. Next, discussion on the budget was brought up. There is money to advertise and 
hold the elections. Things may be moved around as the date gets closer. We have 
a webmaster and we are paying her extra money because her job is very time-
consuming during elections. 

i. Motion to approve the budget for the 2008 GSA Elections. 
1. Jay 
2. Meghan 
3. Approved with unanimous consent.  

V. Instant versus Borda 
a. Next, a discussion of the Election Codes took place. Cynthia made a packet with 

everything discussed about the codes in previous meetings so everyone is up to 
date. They first discussed code 9.7.5. She explained how it works when there are 
more candidates, and asked everyone to read it and decide what they say is the 
best method (between instant and borda). She had someone summarize instant 
runoff (when there are three or more candidates; this is one of the options) and 
borda. After this discussion, everyone felt they were ready to vote on which 
method to use.  

i. Vote held on deciding in instant runoff versus borda in the 2008 GSA 
Elections. 

1. Instant Runoff – 4 votes 
2. Borda – 3 votes 
3. After some discussion on why people vote the way they did, it was 

decided that instant runoff would be used in the 2008 GSA 
Elections. 

VI. Finalize Applications 
a. Next, Cynthia referred everyone to attachment 2 in their packet, which is the 

elections application. The only thing she changed on it from last year was the 
dates. She asked that everyone read it and find corrections they could make. 
When asked if she should make more than one date for the mandatory orientation, 
there was some discussion and it was decided that there should be only one date. 
If someone cannot attend, they will write an appeal and it will be approved on a 
case-by-case basis. It was also suggested that they make a checklist of forms for 
the candidates to refer to. Next, a vote was held on the statement of intent and 
whether it should be mandatory or not.  

i. Keep the statement of intent as it – 0 votes 



ii. Change to make the statement of intent mandatory – 7 votes 
b. After this decision was made, discussion was held on how to inform everyone of 

the protocol for the statements of intent. It was suggested that the wording be 
changed, and whether or not to have the statement of intent be separate from the 
list of experience. It was decided that the two should be separate. The list of 
experiences is not mandatory, must be in bullet format, and has a maximum of 
150 words.  

c. Next, the idea of photos was discussed. They are necessary for the webpage, but 
not for the ballot right now. Some said that photos shouldn’t even be on the ballot 
because if MyUCLA changes or crops the photo in any way, the candidate could 
get angry. A vote was held on the subject. 

i. Having GSA completely eliminate the photo option -5 votes 
ii. Putting photos on the GSA website – 1 vote 

d. It was decided that GSA will have no photos used in the elections on the ballot or 
on the GSA website. They are allowed on personal websites.  

VII. Changes to Codes 
a. First, the matter of making the GSA website official was discussed. This would 

mean that something is only official if it is on the GSA website. There was a 
question of whether it could still be the only official source when they are links to 
the candidates’ personal websites. A vote was held on the issue. 

i. Making the GSA website the only source of official information – 7 votes 
(unanimous). So this is the decision that stands. This means that personal 
candidate websites are not official sources of information. They will be 
linked from the GSA website.  

b. Next, the issue of endorsements was discussed. This is a confusing topic. The 
issue about endorsements is who gets to endorse and where endorsements are 
listed. For example, if you are currently involved in GSA, that affects people who 
have been in GSA for awhile and gives them an edge in the election. They need to 
make a decision for endorsements and stand by it; should they allow student 
groups, academic councils, or even all graduate students? Do they event want to 
use endorsements? Everyone gave their opinion on the matter, and it was finally 
decided that they are not going to put anything relating to endorsements on the 
GSA website, but they can go on personal websites. So the official decision is that 
the 2008 GSA Elections will have no official endorsements (official meaning on 
the GSA website). Any endorsements can go on personal websites and there are 
no restrictions as to who can endorse. This decision was backed by a 6-0 vote 
(one board member had to leave early).  

VIII. Closing Remarks 
a. First, Cynthia reminded everyone to come to the meeting on March 12. She wants 

to encourage a lot of people to apply for positions in the election and to vote. 
Applications for candidates are available March 3.  

IX. Adjournment: 7:07 PM 
 


