UCLA GSA Cabinet
Meeting Minutes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regular Meeting
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Special Meeting

Monday, February 22, 2016 6 PM
Jim Rowe Memorial Conference Room 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Chiao-Wen Lan
	Members Present
	Sabine Jean, Chiao-Wen Lan, Joel Lanzaga, Larry Lai, Wendy Greene, David Robert, May Bhetraratana, Andres Schneider, Milan Chatterjee

	Members Absent
	Nicholas Behrman, Adewunmi Adelaja, Stacey Meeker   

	Staff Members Present
	Roy Champawat 

	Others Present
	


Quorum was present
II. Approval of Meeting Agenda
III. Approval of Minutes from 2/1/2016, 2/8/2016 6:02 PM 
Joel motions to approve the meeting minutes
Sabine seconds the motion 
The motion passes and the minutes are approved

IV. Reports 6:04 PM 
	A. Joel Lanzaga
	Trying to fill out committees, sent out information on chancellor’s oversight committee. Going to send out two other committees. Chiao-Wen and I have focused on an organization that focuses on pairing grad students here and grad students in Haiti. Expect more information soon

	B. Chiao-Wen Lan
	The GSRC strategic planning meeting will be this Thursday, with another one in the spring quarter. The john wooden board of governors is involved in helping in the KREC relocation to have zero down time so I am helping with that. 

	C.  Larry Lai and Wendy Greene
	We had a successful sustainability speakers series two weeks ago. We had a pretty good turnout from both north and south campus. This Thursday we are having another speaker, Karen M from Environment Now, focusing on water sustainability. We are going to have a networking reception for the people who are in the certificate program and have Karen talk after the reception. We are meeting with our committee for GreenScreens this week. We have started to contact films and directors. We are also working on putting together a flyer and will probably need help publicizing the event, which will be April 18-22nd.  

	D. Sabine Jean
	I met with Mike two weeks ago and we set a tentative agenda for elections but didn’t set anything in stone. I am still in the process of building the elections board, as only two people have emailed me. I wanted to have a meeting next week but that will probably have to wait until I have at least 6 or 7 people respond. Also at forum, forum approved $5000 for the elections budget, which was great. 

	E. May Bhetraratana
	I received a lot of applications last week. Allocated average of 527 dollars to each group. I’ve had 35 groups apply so far. I think I’ll be short so I was going to propose asking maybe 1000 or 2000 from forum discretionary at the next forum to cover the potential number of groups to apply in the spring

	F. David Robert
	We are having screenings with Q&As in the coming days. We have been having a problem, technical issues, with the listserv where people are unable to subscribe to us. Who can I contact?
Milan – talk to Ade he is our director of communications

David – there is a request for marketing the movies. A lot of people on campus do not know about our screenings. It’s not enough to send out emails to attract interest. What if we had a twelve feet by ten feet banner up at Melnitz on screening days with a small red carpet for the cast members and directors who come for the Q&As. I think this would build word-of-mouth communication about the events. 
Milan – why don’t you get three to five quotes from merchants and find out if you can use your Melnitz budget for funding it? That’s a very clever, smart idea. I would also suggest announcing movie showings at forum. You could also put posters in each of the graduate professional schools. I can also connect you to our director of events Nick Behrman and you could coprogram to create a GradBar event. I can also put you in contact with the Weyburn Housing Association; there are a lot of students who live there. 

	G. Andres Schneider
	We are going to have a survey, campus-wide, released the 26th of February, if I’m not wrong. I might contact you in case we need to spread the word about filling out the survey. The student advocates for graduate education are meeting in Washington on April 14th, which is not during our spring break so I’m not sure if I’m going to be able to attend. 

	H. Milan Chatterjee
	I had a few meetings. I received information about the new student regent positions and we received a presentation, which you (Chiao-Wen) forwarded out. We also talked about making housing more affordable and transparent. Avi requested Andres and Michael to write some white paper about the issue. I got an email about the wellbeing survey too, they want me to send out a mass email to the whole campus. The medical school students are doing GradGames and I have been reserving athletic areas for them. 


V. Election Manager Position Discussion
Sabine Jean – according to the elections code I’m technically not a member of cabinet. I find cabinet meetings useful so I just wanted to see if anyone has any comments, concerns, or questions. 
Milan – If I were you, I would show up to provide updates regarding the election. If you want to sit through the meetings, that’s fine. We just can’t have you as a voting member. 

Sabine – also, once my board is finally formed, that’s something we can take up after elections. 

Joel – can we update the amendment to have you in cabinet?
Sabine – Yes, but it would be only for the winter and the spring quarters
Milan – You would have to send it through GSA forum
VI. Discussion
Andres – Given that we are under investigation, is there anything that we should be aware of or anything that we should do?

Roy – I have not seen anything in my time here that I can offer you. I think the cabinet should continue to operate as it should. 

Andres – The entire cabinet is under investigation under the amendment. 

Roy – It was my impression that they broadened the scope of the investigation so that, if the committee finds something, it is not out of its jurisdiction to investigate the cabinet 

Andres – is it okay to ask why they have opened the investigation to the entire cabinet? What happened? Was something done?

Roy – I don’t want to set myself up as the ultimate authority. Everyone is subject to a review of their performance. I think the forum has activated their right to do so. Public records requests are separate from the investigation. 
Chiao-Wen – The public record request is by law, the request is sent through UCLA legal. The other one is through Tracy who is leading the sub-committee.
Roy – A public records request is compulsory for members of the state government, which this body is. The other investigation is internal; it is the body looking at itself. I think it’s a somewhat optional request, you can divulge information if you want. It’s not like the public records request.  
Joel – In the body of the email they say that they might collect information from the rest of the officers. 

VII. Other 6:33 PM
Andres – I am very concerned about one person from the forum who has been giving information about you all to members of different councils. I have had people approach me from different councils to ask me about what is doing. The VP External from Math and Physical Sciences has been spreading information. In my personal, ethical codes, this is something that, in my home neighborhood, is not acceptable. We are not in my neighborhood, for better or for worse, but I wanted to let you all know and express my concern or my disapproval with this individual going and spreading these statements without supporting arguments. I wanted you all to be aware that this is happening. 
VIII. Adjournment 6:39 PM 
Meeting adjourned by Milan Chatterjee at 6:39 PM 
Respectfully submitted:    
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